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A Brief Overview of PBHI:
The Indonesian Legal Aid and Human Rights Association (PBHI) is a nonprofit organization 
founded on 5 November 1996 by human rights advocates, including Hendardi, Luhut MP 
Pangaribuan, Rocky Gerung, Siti Soendjati, Maria Pakpahan, and other figures.

PBHI is a membership-based organization (comprising individual legal aid and humanitarian 
activists), established with the purpose of advancing and defending human rights be it 
through case handling, assistance and defense of victims of human rights violations, 
empowerment of affected communities, human rights research and development, or 
national and international policy advocacy.

PBHI works together with its regional chapters across 10 provinces (North Sumatra, West 
Sumatra, Lampung, Jakarta, West Java, Central Java, Yogyakarta, Bali, West Kalimantan, 
and South Sulawesi). The 6th PBHI Congress was held on 5–7 November 2021, mandating 
a strategic focus on strengthening grassroots movements through the several priority 
issues: the initiation and improvement of inclusive and progressive human rights policies; 
strengthening protection for human rights defenders, including women human rights 
defenders; ecological justice through environmental protection; improved natural resource 
governance; the resolution of ecocide crimes; as well as reform of civil supremacy and 
liberties.

The 6th PBHI Congress also elected Julius Ibrani as Chair of PBHI’s National Executive 
Board, who subsequently appointed Gina Sabrina as Secretary and Regina JBF Astuti as 
Treasurer. The leadership prioritizes institutional strengthening through the mainstreaming 
of gender equality, the protection of women and vulnerable groups, including persons with 
disabilities, and accountability. 

Website and Social Media Channels:
Website: pbhi.or.id
E-mail: seknas@pbhi.or.id
Instagram: @pbhi_nasional
Twitter: @pbhi_nasional
YouTube: PBHI Nasional
Address: Jl. Hayam Wuruk No. 4 SX-TX, RT/RW 09/005, Kebon Kelapa, Gambir, Central 
Jakarta, Special Region of Jakarta 10120 - INDONESIA
t
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VISION

MISSION

The realization of a state that fulfills its obli-
gations to respect, protect, and fulfill human 
rights.

•	 To promote universal human rights values.
•	 To defend victims of human rights 

violations.
•	 To educate members and prospective 

members into human rights defenders.

ABOUT
I N D O N E S I A N  L E G A L  A I D  A N D

H U M A N  R I G H T S  A S S O C I A T I O N
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PBHI LOGO

MEANING 
OF THE L O G O

An image of a white dove breaking 
through metallic blue prison bars within a 
black square block.

-	 Symbolizes the full consolidation of PBHI at 
both national and regional levels, reflecting 
the shared issues and realities of human 
rights violations across different layers and 
geographic areas.

-	 Affirms PBHI’s advocacy as independent, 
objective, and value-free.
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T H E M E :

Since 2021, Indonesia has entered a phase of systemic reconstruction of a new-style 
authoritarianism. Democracy, which should have continued to grow in the Reform Era, 
has been gradually hollowed out from within through regulatory changes, repression 
of civil liberties, the weakening of oversight institutions, and the systematic disregard of 
human rights principles. This is not merely democratic backsliding. It is a deliberate and 
organized sabotage of public space, consciously and strategically carried out by the 
state.

The weakening of the Corruption Eradication Commission (KPK) became one of the most 
striking indicators in 2021. The revision of the KPK Law not only attacked the institution’s 
independence but also engineered an ideological screening mechanism disguised 
as the Civic Knowledge Test (TWK). Through the TWK, the state eliminated dozens of 
KPK employees with proven integrity, courage, and commitment to the anti-corruption 
agenda. This effort sent a clear signal that the state no longer desires critical and 
autonomous institutions, but rather those that are obedient and submissive to the political 
direction of those in power. At the same time, natural resource exploitation continued 
to be accelerated through National Strategic Projects which sacrifice customary lands, 
the environment, and people’s living spaces. Presidential Regulation No. 3 of 2016 was 
used to legitimize these violations, wrapped in narratives of development and economic 
acceleration. Concurrently, journalism and freedom of expression were suppressed, 
while corporations were granted broad access to territories previously protected by 
Indigenous peoples and local communities.

Entering 2022, repression evolved into a more brutal and erratic form, even as its political 
direction became increasingly explicit. The state began treating criticism as a threat, 
responding with intimidation and criminalization. Fatia Maulidiyanti and Haris Azhar 
became symbolic victims of a silencing strategy aimed at critical voices that consistently 
exposed human rights violations in Papua and environmentally destructive extractive 

The securitization of
INDONESIA’S EARTH–HUMAN RELATIONS
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projects. Resistance to the Rempang Eco City development, which targeted Malay 
communities, was met with police violence and the arrest of residents who refused to 
surrender their living spaces. Public discussions facilitated by civil society organizations 
such as PBHI were forcibly dispersed through intimidation, terror tactics, the deployment 
of individuals claiming to represent mass organizations, and even electricity cut-offs by 
university authorities. In another incident, the Indonesia Legal Aid Institute Foundation 
(YLBHI) offices were raided during the G20 Summit in Bali. This was not incidental. It 
reflected a pattern in which the state began mobilizing conservative civilian groups 
alongside security forces to manufacture an atmosphere of fear and social control.

This situation did not emerge in isolation. It was designed to be institutionalized 
through legal instruments. The year 2023 marked a period of regulatory consolidation 
that normalized repression as the new norm. The Job Creation Law dismantled the 
precautionary principle in environmental protection, eliminated meaningful public 
participation in policymaking, and elevated investment interests as the overriding priority. 
Law No. 1 of 2023 on the Criminal Code (KUHP) reintroduced colonial-era provisions that 
open wide avenues for the criminalization of expression, protest, and freedom of opinion, 
particularly when directed at those in power. Moreover, the establishment of illegal 
memoranda of understanding between the military and civilian institutions reopened 
the door to military involvement in civilian affairs, reversing the reform agenda that has 
been fought for since 1998.

The year 2024 became the culmination of this long-running project of democratic 
decay. Although officially framed as a “festival of democracy” due to the Simultaneous 
General Elections and Regional Elections, the reality on the ground revealed that the 
entire apparatus of the state was mobilized to manipulate electoral competition. State 
officials, from civil servants to the Indonesian Military (TNI) and the National Police, 
openly sided with candidates favored by those in power. Social assistance programs 
were converted into campaign instruments. Law was weaponized to eliminate political 
opponents. Criminalization and disinformation were deployed to destroy the reputations 
of candidates outside the ruling bloc. Elections ceased to function as a mechanism for 
popular choice and instead became tools for the consolidation of power.
At the same time, the securitization approach expanded across all sectors of life. 
Agrarian conflicts, environmental disputes, and confrontations between citizens and 
the state were resolved through the deployment of security forces. The placement of 
active military officers in civilian posts became a normalized practice, even justified in 
the name of efficiency and stability. The state abandoned a fundamental principle of a 
democractic state, which is the separation between military and civilian spheres. The 
appointment of regional heads drawn from military or police backgrounds stands as 
concrete evidence of the normalization of military control over civilian governance.

Civil society organizations now face severe challenges. Dependence on international 
funding has placed many organizations in a vulnerable position. Numerous institutions 
have been compelled to comply with government partnership requirements merely to 
sustain operations. Advocacy agendas are adjusted, approaches compromised, and 
proximity to grassroots communities steadily eroded. Movements that once emerged 
from below have been reduced to project-based institutions, aligning their struggles 
with donor narratives instead.

The year 2025 opened a new chapter in this authoritarian trajectory. The criminalization 
of Prof. Bambang Hero Saharjo, an academic who provided scientific testimony in a 
corruption case involving the tin commodity sector, demonstrates that even knowledge 
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itself is now treated as an act of defiance. Testimony delivered in a judicial forum, which 
should have been a space for truth, was instead used as grounds for criminal prosecution. 
The state has lost the ability to distinguish between civic oversight and loyalty to power.

The enactment of the new TNI Law, that is, Law No. 3 of 2025, provided formal legal 
legitimacy for the active involvement of the military in civilian positions. This represents 
not only a betrayal of the spirit of reform but also a clear confirmation that democracy 
has been sacrificed in the name of illusory stability. All state apparatuses are now 
directed to distance the public from decision-making processes. Policies are formulated 
behind closed doors, without meaningful participation, and often announced only after 
decisions have already been made. The public is afforded no opportunity to correct 
these decisions—only the obligation to adapt.

Efforts to rewrite history continue to intensify, aimed at sanitizing past military violence 
and human rights violations. When narratives of truth are replaced with narratives of 
victory, what we are witnessing is not merely political manipulation, but a profound 
betrayal of collective memory. At the implementation level, repression has become 
routine practice. Peaceful protests are treated as security threats. Defense and security 
forces are deployed to serve corporate interests in the seizure of people’s living spaces, 
all under the pretext of investment.

The enforcement of the new Criminal Code further underscores this regressive trajectory. 
Beyond reviving vague and elastic provisions, the Code disregards fundamental human 
rights protection principles. In the Asta Cita document outlining the vision and mission 
of the elected President and Vice President for the 2025-2029 period, there is not a single 
commitment to strengthening human rights or ensuring access to legal aid for the poor. 
All of these indicators demonstrate that we are witnessing the final consolidation of a 
new authoritarian regime.

Yet history teaches us that repression never produces lasting stability. When the state 
chooses violence, censorship, and legal manipulation as instruments of control, public 
anxiety inevitably grows. And from that anxiety, courage is born. From courage, resistance 
emerges.

2021 2022 2023 2024
Criminalization of 
activists based on issue 
advocacy
The effective 
dismantling of anti-
corruption institutions
Repression of 
investigative journalism
Land grabbing and 
agrarian conflicts driven 
by National Strategic 
Projects
Silencing through the 
ITE Law

Securitization across all 
sectors
Enactment of the 
Criminal Code 
and anti-criticism 
provisions
Criminalization and 
extrajudicial killings 
targeting organic mass 
organizations
Forced dissolution of 
government-critical 
discussions
Emergence of 
paramilitary mass 
organizations

Securitization of Papua
Dynastic politics
Pork barrel politics
Collapse of executive, 
legislative, and judicial 
independence
Targeted 
criminalization of 
activists

Character assassination 
and criminalization of 
prominent activists
Environmental 
destruction through 
downstream 
industrialization
Illegal deployment of 
security institutions
Hijacking of the 
electoral process
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I N T R O D U C T O R Y 

REFLECTION
The tolling bell of the shrinking civic space continued to echo throughout 
2024—growing louder with each passing day. In many literatures, a 
democracy without civil liberties is nothing more than an empty pepesan 
(shell): it exists in form, but not in substance. Looking back, civil liberties and 
democracy in Indonesia did not emerge from a vacuum. They were forged 
through blood, and in many cases, through the sacrifice of lives. Yet years 
after the Reformasi era, the democracy that was so arduously fought for has 
failed to move forward. Even more tragically, numerous reports now describe 
it as being in regression.

This regression is marked by an increasingly dominant state role that 
restricts individual freedoms to express opinions, including political 
views, without fear; by the criminalization of human rights defenders; 
by lawmaking processes conducted without public participation and in 
violation of established norms; and by various forms of fraud in elections 
that are celebrated as festival of democracy. All of this points to a deep and 
structural problem that this nation must confront over the long term.

This situation is, of course, not experienced by PBHI alone. You who are 
reading this report, and indeed all citizens, are now facing the return of 
authoritarianism. Slowly but surely, what previous generations resisted with 
all their strength is reemerging before our very eyes. Political elites who 
remain endlessly entwined in a honeymoon with oligarchic interests will, in 
time, strip away our freedoms one by one. Some of you may not yet feel the 
threat. But believe this: as long as fellow citizens continue to be criminalized 
for speaking the truth, have their rights violated by arbitrary power, or even 
lose their lives in defense of those rights, sooner or later, it may be our turn.

PBHI’s 2024 Report, which you are now reading, seeks to demonstrate that 
the state continues, and may continue indefinitely, to rely on a securitization 
approach. Securitization is an approach that evokes memories of the New 
Order era: a tyrannical regime that ruled for 32 years and is now being 
gradually resurrected from its grave. It was precisely the character of that 
regime that democracy activists once condemned, buried deep beneath 
the earth, and sought to seal off permanently. Unfortunately, the strength of 
civil society to restrain it today is no longer as formidable. If this situation is 
not genuinely confronted through broader popular power, it is not impossible 
that we will all be led down a path of darkness.	
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HOW
WE
WORK
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Sekuritisasi Bumi-Manusia Indonesia adalah tema besar yang mengiring refleksi perjalanan 
PBHI di tahun 2024. Pendekatan sekuritisasi yang dilakukan oleh negara berkembang, termasuk 
Indonesia, menjadi fenomena yang kian menonjol dalam beberapa tahun terakhir. Secara 
konseptual, sekuritisasi adalah proses di mana sebuah isu tertentu diangkat sebagai ancaman 
keamanan yang memerlukan tindakan luar biasa di luar batas normal kebijakan. Pendekatan 
ini seringkali dipandang sebagai strategi yang digunakan oleh pemerintah untuk menjustifikasi 
langkah-langkah yang biasanya melanggar norma hukum atau prinsip-prinsip demokrasi. 
Ambil contoh, masalah Papua sering didefinisikan sebagai ancaman keamanan nasional. 
Pendekatan ini memungkinkan pemerintah mengerahkan aparat militer dan mengambil 
tindakan represif untuk menghadapi kelompok-kelompok yang dianggap memperjuangkan 
kemerdekaan. Dalam konteks ini, isu sosial dan politik yang sebenarnya lebih cocok ditangani 
melalui dialog dan kebijakan pembangunan seringkali dijawab dengan langkah-langkah 
sekuritisasi yang bersifat koersif.

Terdapat beberapa faktor yang dapat menjadi titik pijak dalam mengidentifikasi kecenderungan 
pendekatan sekuritisasi oleh negara: 

1.	 Pertama, institusi demokrasi di Indonesia yang belum matang, sehingga pemerintah 
lebih cenderung mengandalkan pendekatan koersif dibandingkan dengan mekanisme 
penyelesaian konflik yang berbasis hukum dan dialog. Sekuritisasi dianggap sebagai cara 
cepat untuk mengatasi ancaman yang kompleks.

2.	 Kedua, persoalan legitimasi pemerintah yang menggunakan sekuritisasi untuk memperkuat 
legitimasi mereka. Dengan mendefinisikan isu tertentu sebagai ancaman keamanan, 
pemerintah dapat membenarkan tindakan-tindakan luar biasa, seperti pembatasan 
kebebasan sipil, atas nama demi melindungi “kepentingan umum”.

Pendekatan sekuritisasi, meskipun dapat memberikan stabilitas dalam jangka pendek, sering 
kali justru mengorbankan kebebasan sipil. Bukan hal baru di Indonesia jika ekses sekuritisasi 
justru dapat menjadi ancaman bagi kebebasan sipil karena memungkinkan terjadinya 
peningkatan pengawasan terhadap warga negara. Hal ini dapat menimbulkan pelanggaran 
privasi dan stigmatisasi terhadap warga negara hanya karena menyuarakan aspirasi politik dan 
haknya yang berlawanan dengan agenda kekuasaan. Hal lain yang juga berdampak adalah 
pembatasan kebebasan berekspresi. Di bawah dalih keamanan nasional, pemerintah dapat 
membatasi kebebasan berpendapat, berekspresi, dan berkumpul. Kasus-kasus di mana aktivis 
atau jurnalis ditangkap karena mengkritik pemerintah sering kali terjadi dengan menggunakan 
alasan keamanan.

Muara dari pendekatan sekuritisasi adalah normalisasi otoritarianisme. Ketika sekuritisasi 
menjadi strategi yang dianggap wajar untuk digunakan dan tindakan otoriter pemerintah 
dianggap normal tanpa ada perdebatan, maka pada gilirannya alat negara dan aparat 
keamanan dapat mengambil langkah-langkah represif terhadap kelompok atau individu 
tertentu. Hal ini tentu akan meningkatkan pelanggaran hak asasi manusia, termasuk intimidasi, 
penahanan sewenang-wenang, dan kekerasan fisik terhadap warga negara.

Pendekatan sekuritisasi yang mungkin memberikan keuntungan sementara dalam mengatasi 
ancaman tertentu, tetapi dalam jangka panjang, ia dapat merusak pondasi demokrasi dan 
kepercayaan masyarakat terhadap pemerintah. Di negara-negara berkembang, seperti 
Indonesia, pendekatan ini dapat memperkuat budaya impunitas di kalangan aparat keamanan, 
mengurangi ruang bagi masyarakat sipil, dan memperburuk ketegangan sosial. Untuk 
mengimbangi ancaman dari pendekatan sekuritasi, PBHI bersama dengan jejaring masyarakat 
sipil lainnya, melakukan intervensi melalui kerja-kerjanya yang berpusat pada advokasi 
kebijakan dan litigasi strategis, peningkatan kapasitas kelembagaan, dokumentasi dan riset, 
konsolidasi korban dan jejaring organisasi masyarakat sipil, serta publikasi dan kampanye.
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W O R K  N E T W O R K S

PBHI NETWORKS

I N D O N E S I A N  L E G A L  A I D  A N D
H U M A N  R I G H T S  A S S O C I A T I O N
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In its efforts to strengthen civil society, PBHI continues to expand its networks and partnerships, 
while carrying out various forms of reconsolidation to generate tangible impact. Through 
advocacy, research, and broad-based campaigns, PBHI conducts its work in collaboration 
with grassroots communities, victims, and networks of civil society organizations, while also 
engaging state institutions focused on human rights issues, particularly in initiatives aimed at 
strengthening civic space in Indonesia.

1.	 Policy Advocacy and Strategic Litigation
Building on its analysis of situations in previous periods, PBHI has pursued strategic 
advocacy efforts targeting policies with significant impact. These efforts take the form of 
policy advocacy and strategic litigation to promote the mainstreaming of human rights as 
a safeguard to protect citizens from “brutal” policies. Among them are: the Job Creation 
Law, which has contributed to massive layoffs and declining quality of life; the Criminal 
Code and amendments to the TNI Law, which pose risks of repression, criminalization, and 
militarization; the politicization of anti-corruption institutions through amendments to the 
KPK Law; and shifts in the policy framework governing National Strategic Projects (PSN) 
through ministerial regulations.

To counterbalance these developments, PBHI has actively initiated and participated in a 
range of policy advocacy efforts, including advocacy related to the Legal Aid Bill, the Maternal 
and Child Welfare Bill, the Draft Government Regulation on Living Law in Society, the Draft 
Government Regulation on the Commutation of the Death Penalty to Life Imprisonment 
or Fixed-Term Sentences, the Criminal Law Procedure Code Bill (KUHAP), and others. In 
addition, PBHI has also undertaken strategic litigation efforts, including judicial reviews of 
the Coastal and Small Islands Law, the TNI Law, and efforts to correct unethical practices 
through the Honorary Council of the Constitutional Court.

2.	 Institutional Capacity Building
To equip its members, staff, and interns in human rights work, PBHI routinely conducts internal 
capacity-building activities to strengthen both theoretical knowledge and practical skills 
through internal classes as well as the participation of staff and interns in external trainings 
and forums. This approach is intended to strengthen PBHI’s human resources while also 
breaking cycles of excessive personalization within the organization.

PBHI also strengthens grassroots capacities through the activation of ecological justice 
paralegals, providing litigation and non-litigation assistance at sites of conflict involving 
National Strategic Projects, and producing campaign materials such as short films to 
disseminate information and mobilize solidarity.

Staff participation in external activities includes, among others: press freedom advocacy 
training for PBHI lawyers to address threats, restrictions, and violence against journalistic 
work; and training on review mechanisms and advocacy at regional and international levels 
in collaboration with the FORUM ASIA network, as a follow-up to analyses of democratic 
regression and human rights violations.

3.	 Documentation and Research
Research and advocacy are two inseparable components of PBHI’s work. Documentation 
and research form the foundation for policy advocacy and strategic litigation aimed at 
driving policy change and shaping advocacy strategies for addressing human rights 
violations. Throughout 2024, PBHI focused on advocating for the abolition of the death 
penalty through proposals for alternative mechanisms, including the commutation of 
death sentences to life imprisonment and the conversion of life sentences into fixed-term 
imprisonment. PBHI also worked on mitigating the impacts of the formalization of living law, 
including risk mapping and mitigation related to its implementation for vulnerable groups. 
Also of similar importance are efforts to improve the quality of legal aid services through 
the development of standard service guidelines and research on legal aid budgeting, as 
well as advocating for the protection and fulfillment of the rights of victims of trafficking in 
persons (TPPO), including proposals for victim compensation. PBHI further conducted routine 
monitoring of human rights violations in Papua as part of its analysis of the government’s 
approach to conflict in the region.
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4.	 Consolidation of Victims and Civil Society 
Organization Networks
The consolidation of victims and civil society 
organization networks plays a critical 
role in promoting human security and 
counterbalancing the state’s securitization 
approach. Strengthening solidarity among 
victims of human rights violations, alongside 
the reinforcement of civil society networks, 
can serve as a foundation for pursuing 
justice while sustaining democratic hope. 
This underscores the fact that PBHI does not 
work alone. Various civil society organizations 
that serve as fellow advocacy peers play 
strategic roles in public education, dialogue 
facilitation, and monitoring violations 
committed by security forces. Such a human 
security–based approach, which places 
human rights at the center of policymaking 
rather than securitization, combined with 
the significant magnitude of consolidated 
victim power across diverse forms of state-
perpetrated human rights violations, is no 
longer negotiable.

5.	 Publications and Campaigns
Publications and campaigns are integral to PBHI’s work. These efforts are not only 
intended to expand public knowledge of the wide range of human rights violations 
that occur, but such evidence-based and investigative publications also function 
as trigger mechanisms for independent investigations by the broader public. They 
have repeatedly prompted state responses, including policy changes grounded in 
human rights principles.

The core organizational mandate of PBHI, as determined by the 6th PBHI Congress, is structured 
around 4 (four) strategic issues. Each strategic issue encompasses several core themes, along 
with corresponding activities and measurable outputs. These four strategic pillars are as follows:
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STRATEGIC 
PLAN

I N D O N E S I A N  L E G A L  A I D  A N D
H U M A N  R I G H T S  A S S O C I A T I O N
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1.	 Initiation and Improvement of Inclusive and Progressive 
Human Rights Policies
The initiation and improvement of inclusive and progressive 
human rights policies are pursued through various 
approaches, be it through institutional engagement with 
policymakers or judicial review mechanisms of legislation 
and regulations. Support for policy reform is reflected, 
among others, in the granting of the judicial review 
petition in Constitutional Court Decision No. 87/PUU-
XXI/2023, which affirmed the authority of the Corruption 
Eradication Commission (KPK) to investigate corruption 
offenses involving members of the TNI as part of military 
justice reform.
PBHI has also advocated for the restoration of victims’ 
rights in cases of human trafficking (TPPO) through 
restitution and compensation—particularly for victims 
exploited through online gambling schemes—as well as 
for strengthening the Women and Children Protection 
and Human Trafficking Directorate (PPA-PPO) within the 
National Police Headquarters.

2.	 Strengthening Protection for Human Rights Defenders and 
Women Human Rights Defenders

In 2024, PBHI, together with civil society networks, undertook 
strategic litigation advocacy in the criminalization case of a female 
worker, Septia Dwi Pertiwi, a former employee of PT Hive Five, a 
company owned by influencer Jhon LBF. Septia was prosecuted 
on allegations of defamation after publicly exposing various labor 
rights violations she experienced during her employment through 
posts on her personal social media account. Septia was forced to 
confront Jhon LBF as an entrepreneur supported by government 
elites who sought to “resolve” the case through pressure rather 
than justice. The case became particularly problematic when the 
Public Prosecutor charged Septia under provisions that were no 
longer applicable, namely Article 27(3) in conjunction with Article 
36 and Article 51(2) of the ITE Law concerning defamation and/
or insult resulting in losses, as well as Article 27(3) in conjunction 
with Article 45(3) of the ITE Law on insult and/or defamation. Both 

charges were still based on the 2008 ITE Law as amended by Law No. 19 of 2016, despite 
subsequent legal developments. This case was not merely a labor dispute or an ITE Law 
prosecution, but a trigger that transformed a victim into a woman human rights defender 
and led to further demands for judicial reform, particularly within the Prosecutor’s Office 
and the Supreme Court.

3.	 Ecological Justice through Environmental Protection, Improved 
Natural Resource Governance, and the Resolution of Ecocide Crimes
PBHI provided legal assistance to Daniel FM Tangkilisan, an environmental 
defender who spoke out against environmental pollution in Karimunjawa 
caused by illegal shrimp farming operations. PBHI’s investigation 
found that the case constituted a manufactured horizontal conflict, 
repeatedly deployed as a pattern aimed at criminalizing key figures 
within environmental movements.
PBHI also identified the involvement of local government authorities 
behind the illegal shrimp farms whose waste polluted the coastal areas 
of Karimunjawa. The criminalization of Daniel FM Tangkilisan became 
a significant precedent, not only in terms of victim transformation, 
but also in prompting a Constitutional Court decision that clarified 
that defamation provisions under the ITE Law cannot be applied to 
government institutions, community groups, or business entities.
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Daniel’s criminalization case illustrates a broader pattern of ecocide crimes and retaliatory 
attacks by both government and corporate actors against community resistance in cases 
of environmental destruction.

4.	 Reform of Civil Supremacy and Liberties
The strengthening of civic space constitutes 
a core component of PBHI’s strategic work 
in 2024. Threats to civil liberties, including 
freedom of opinion, expression, association, 
assembly, and the criminalization of human 
rights defenders, have consistently been 
addressed by PBHI through legal aid initiatives, 
the production of analytical studies, and the 
dissemination of knowledge to the public 
through various forums in collaboration with 
other civil society coalitions.

Throughout 2024, PBHI carried out activities 
under the Reform of Civil Supremacy 
and Liberties agenda through a series of 
strategic actions that had a significant 
impact on the protection of democracy and 
the constitutional rights of citizens. A report 
submitted to the Constitutional Court Ethics 
Council (MKMK) concerning Anwar Usman and 
the ruling on the minimum age requirement 
for the vice presidency underscored the 
critical importance of integrity within the judicial system and the independence of judicial 
power as the foundation of a state governed by the rule of law. On the same occasion, 
PBHI also filed reports concerning the Dharma-Kun candidate pair with the Jakarta General 
Elections Commission (KPUD) and the Election Supervisory Agency (Bawaslu) regarding 
the alleged misuse of citizens’ National Identification Numbers (NIKs) to safeguard 
voter sovereignty and prevent manipulation within electoral administration. In addition, 
PBHI expressed its opposition to problematic leadership candidates for the Corruption 
Eradication Commission (KPK), affirming that the weakening of anti-corruption institutions 
can directly lead to democratic regression, diminished governmental accountability, and 
erosion of public trust.

Beyond electoral issues, PBHI linked the civil supremacy agenda to the protection of the 
right to life and environmental rights through reports and advocacy concerning the nickel 
smelter tragedy that resulted in fatalities during the 2024 year-end holiday period (Nataru), 
which showed inadequate attention to occupational safety and state responsibility. PBHI 
also highlighted the misuse of positions within the Defense Ministry for electoral purposes 
and exposed the distortion of the 2024 democratic process by the regime, which threatened 
civil liberties and the principles of political equality. At the international level, PBHI advocated 
on the issue of marine pollution that affected Indonesia due to the Fukushima nuclear waste, 
emphasizing that reforms in civil liberties cannot be separated from the right to a healthy 
environment. All of these efforts showcase PBHI’s consistency in linking civil supremacy, 
democratic integrity, and the protection of human rights as a unified reform agenda.
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CAPAIAN UTAMA

1.	 1526 Coverage Media 

2.	 80 Siaran Pers

3.	 22 Siaran Pers bersama Koalisi

4.	 5 Publikasi Buku

5.	 7  Diskusi Hukum dan HAM (#DUHAM)

6.	 18 Diskusi Publik

7.	 7  Konferensi Pers

8.	 7 Posko Pengaduan untuk hak atas keadilan, hak memilih dan hak atas privasi

9.	 11 Laporan Pemantauan terhadap kasus-kasus yang ditangani oleh PBHI.

10.	 10 Litigasi Strategis pada isu Lingkungan Hidup, Pembela HAM, dan Supremasi Sipil. 

Penghargaan Mitra Kemenkumham dalam Bidang Akses Keadilan 

11.	 1.020 Subscriber Youtube

12.	 19.000 Followers Instagram, 5.771 Followers X, 1.014Followers TikTok

15
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SPECIAL 
COVERAGE

Electoral advocacy
Filing a complaint against the Defense Ministry 
to the Elections Supervisory Agency (Bawaslu)
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Report filed against Prabowo to the Corruption Eradication Commission 
(KPK) regarding the procurement of used Mirage 2000-5 fighter jets

The Septia Dwi Pertiwi case

The Daniel Fritz case
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Nuclear-related Litigation

National Strategic Projects (PSN) and the Military

Papua
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Complaint Centers Regarding the Misuse of Jakarta 
Residents’ ID data (KTP DKJ) for Dharma Kun

Selection Process for KPK 
Leadership Candidates

Criminalization of Said Didu

Publications of Research on Human 
Trafficking (TPPO)

Vacancy in the Position of Vice Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court
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PUBLICATIONS
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Guidelines on Standard Legal Aid Services 
for Legal Aid Organizations concerning 

Vulnerable Groups in Conflict with the Law

Policy Paper: Advancing Effective, 
Impartial, and Dignified Commutation of 

Death Penalty and Life Imprisonment

Untangling the Legal Complexity of Living 
Law in the Criminal Code

Observation Report of the National 
Symposium “Living Law in Society” 

Post-New Criminal Code

Aligning National Law on the Protection 
of Vulnerable Groups with the Living Law 

Regulations

A Foucauldian Critical Discourse on 
Law: An Introduction

Policy Paper: Advancing Effective, 
Impartial, and Dignified Commutation of 

Death Penalty and Life Imprisonment

Marginalized in Recovery: The 
Lack of Guarantees for the 

Rights of Victims of Human 
Trafficking (TPPO) Policy Brief on Risks and Mitigation of 

the Impacts of Regulating Living Law in 
the Formulation of the Criminal Code’s 

Implementing Regulations
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INITIATION AND 
IMPROVEMENT OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
POLICIES

Various initiatives and improvements to human rights 
policies in 2024 were carried out through several 
activities, among them are:
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1.	 PBHI, Imparsial and the National Commission on 
Human Rights (Komnas HAM) participated in the 
preparation of a Rapid Assessment on the proposed 
amendments to Law No. 34 of 2004 on the Indonesian 
Military (TNI), serving as recommendations regarding 
the proposed revision of the law.

2.	 PBHI, in collaboration with the Legal 
Aid Institute for the People (LBHM), 
contributed to the drafting of the Policy 
Brief on Risks and Mitigation of the 
Impacts of Regulating Living Law in 
the Formulation of the Criminal Code’s 
Implementing Regulations

3.	 PBHI, together with the Civil Society 
Consortium for Open Government 
Indonesia’s Justice Sector, participated in the 
development of the Guidelines on Standard 
Legal Aid Services for Legal Aid Organizations 
concerning Vulnerable Groups in Conflict 
with the Law
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INTERNAL 
STRENGTHENING

PBHI carried out various internal strengthening activities 
in 2024, including: Internal capacity-building classes 
titled “Understanding HIV-AIDS, Sexually Transmitted 
Infections (STIs), and Their Relationship with Stigma 
and Discrimination.”

Staff Capacity Building Participation
1.	 Training for advocates on press freedom 

organized by the Legal Aid Institute for the Press 
(LBH Pers)

2.	 June 2024: ASEAN Human Rights Academy, 
organized by Forum Asia

3.	 August 2024: Diplomatic Training Program in 
Timor-Leste, organized by the Global Campus of 
Human Rights
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2024 LEGAL AID

CASE TRENDS

Based on trends in legal aid cases handled by PBHI in 2024, fraud cases accounted 
for 32.3% of all cases. The high incidence of fraud is closely linked to human 
trafficking cases that employ deceptive recruitment schemes. Many fraud victims 
assisted by PBHI lacked knowledge of or access to the legal system to report their 
cases. PBHI’s structural legal aid approach helped bridge this gap. The second-
highest category was sexual violence, accounting for 29% of all cases handled in 
2024. This underscores that sexual violence, especially against women, remains a 
significant challenge in efforts to create safe spaces for women in Indonesia.

The third-highest category was labor and employment disputes, comprising 22.6% 
of the total cases that PBHI handled in 2024. This reflects persistent inequalities in 
labor relations faced by the working class. These conditions are further exacerbated by 
securitization approaches, where the state treats labor issues, such as protests, strikes, or 
rights-based demands, as threats to national stability or public order. In such contexts, 
the state tends to respond by deploying security forces to suppress labor protests rather 
than addressing their root causes, including low wages, poor working conditions, and 
labor rights violations.
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SUPPORTING 
PARTNERS
Throughout 2024, PBHI carried out 
numerous activities in collaboration with 
several supporting partners, including:

Partners

Coalitions


